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Téte-a-téte

Providing world-class
design solutions

Ramesh Chandra, Managing Director,
India-Ranal Engineering Services, in an
interview with Juhi Shrivastava
highlights the company’s achievements
in automotive design

What is the company’s current
stand in the industry and how has
the journey been till date?

We are among the first Indian
companies in engineering service
organisations (ESOs) to venture into
highly specialised manufacturing
engineering design. We are a
prominent global players for BiW
Line Design. We have successfully
worked for the fully automatic
robotic, semi-automatic and fully
manual BiW lines of many leading
global automotive OEMs.

We have worked for customers
from the US, Mexico, South America,
Europe, China, South Africa and
India. Today, we are a known
organisation for BiW body shop
design and our customers trust us
with end-to-end design for very
complex specifications and tight
cycle times.

Our team is proud that we have
reached a level where we are able to
offer world-class designs for
sophisticated BiW lines, even
though we work from India. Till
about a decade ago, this was
offered primarily by companies
from developed countries.

As an organisation, apart from
being a prominent service provider
in manufacturing engineering for
the automotive industry, we have
started teams that work in

automotive product design and
aerospace engineering. We have
been proactive in the past and
we hope our past actions combined
with present strategies will help us
grow and protect wus from
market downturns.

What are the various engineering
design and simulation services
offered by the company that
cater to the automotive and
aerospace industries?
When we started Ranal Engineering,
we did not want this company to be
one that operates in a low-
technology space like paper to
electronic, 2D to 3D conversions or
pure detailing. We wanted it to
perform real engineering design
and advanced virtual engineering
and so we focused our entire
attention towards achieving it.
During the initial years, we
concentrated on understanding
the technology and developing
processes to be able to perform
high-technology services operating
from India. These business
processes and models have helped
us become successful in the
technology outsourcing business.
Today, we have become a well-
known manufacturing engineering
design  service provider in
the global ma_rket, providing

end-to-end automotive BiW ME
processing, design, simulation and
documentation required for remote
manufacturing. We are equipped
to enter at any point in the
design lifecycle. Some companies
use us for end-to-end line design,
while others just for some part
of the manufacturing process,
like simulation.

The past year has
important for us. We have begun
working in the area of aerospace
design. Our team in this department
is growing rapidly. We have
achieved good success in this area.
We hope to increase the team size
and become a prominent player in
the aerospace too.
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What are the challenges faced by
companies in this industry?
Getting the right people, training
them and finally retaining them are
the challenges of this industry.
Mere knowledge of CAD or robotic
tools is not sufficient. The
knowledge of the domain is very
critical for this type of work and that
comes only from experience.

What are the various technologies
involved in your offerings?
We use almost all types of CAD
systems in our company. A large
portion of the work in both
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